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Laboratory and Field Testing

Prior to Jobsite Caulking

Polymeric Systems offers its customers the
opportunity to submit actual jobsite substrate
samples for adhesion and compatibility testing by
PSl’s laboratory to determine the suitability of the
sealant proposed for use on a specific project.

This program has evolved as a result of the
proliferation of release agents, waterproofing
compounds, anti-graffiti compounds, sealers and
coatings utilized on building components to extend
a building’s life expectancy. Many of these com-
pounds provide a very difficult bonding surface for
sealants. Since it is virtually impossible for anyone
to visually detect these possible contaminants,
jobsite or laboratory adhesion tests are necessary
prior to caulking to prevent the possibility of
adhesion problems developing.

Laboratory testing may be initiated by sending
a letter of request along with the project name,
sealants to be tested, proposed caulking start
date, representative samples of the substrate
material, and the person and firm originating the
request. An alternative is to send a sample of the
coating compound and a technical data sheet,
including application directions. PSl's laboratory
will then attempt to duplicate application of these
materials as they would be applied on the sub-
strate material. This latter method obviously takes
longer to obtain results. In both cases, it is
advisable to allow as much time as possible for
testing.

Upon receipt of the substrate or compound,
PSl's laboratory will conduct comprehensive
adhesion tests and provide written results to the
originator.

A field test can be performed by applying
several feet of the sealant to the representative
joint. The sealant material should be allowed to
fully cure. To test adhesion, make a cut in the
cured sealant from one side of the joint to the
other the entire depth of the sealant. Make two
vertical cuts several inches long paralleling the
side of the joint as closely as possible, extending
down from the cross cut. Grasp the free length
of the sealant and pull at a 90" angle to determine
if a good bond has developed. If well adhered, the
sealant will usually tear cohesively or be difficult to
remove from the surface.

In conclusion, no project should be caulked
without some type of prior adhesion testing.

Additional information

Polymeric Systems, Inc., is a part of Whitford
Worldwide. For more information, please contact
Polymeric Systems or Whitford Plastics Ltd. at:

Polymeric Systems, Inc.

47 Park Avenue

Elverson, PA, USA 19520
800-CAULK IT (800-228-5548)

Tel: [1] 610-286-2500

Email: sales@polymericsystems.com
Website: polymericsystems.com

In the EU contact:

Whitford Plastics Ltd.

10, Christleton Court, Manor Park
Runcorn, Cheshire, UK WA7 1ST
Tel: [44] (1928) 571000

Email: sales@whitfordww.co.uk
Website: whitfordww.com

NON-WARRANTY: ALL RECOMMENDATIONS, STATEMENTS AND TECHNICAL DATA CONTAINED HEREIN ARE BASED ON TESTS WE
BELIEVE TO BE RELIABLE AND CORRECT, BUT ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS OF SAID TESTS ARE NOT GUARANTEED AND ARE
NOT TO BE CONSTRUED AS A WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. USER SHALL RELY ON HIS OWN INFORMATION AND TESTS
TO DETERMINE SUITABILITY OF THE PRODUCT FOR THE INTENDED USE, AND USER ASSUMES ALL RISK AND LIABILITY RESULTING
FROM THIS USE OF THE PRODUCT. MANUFACTURER'S SOLE RESPONSIBILITY SHALL BE TO REPLACE THAT PORTION OF THE PRODUCT
OF THE MANUFACTURER THAT PROVES TO BE DEFECTIVE. MANUFACTURER SHALL NOT BE LIABLE TO THE BUYER OR ANY THIRD
PARTY FOR INJURY, LOSS OR DAMAGE DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY RESULTING FROM USE OF, OR INABILITY TO USE, THE PRODUCT.
RECOMMENDATIONS OR STATEMENTS OTHER THAN THOSE CONTAINED IN A WRITTEN AGREEMENT SIGNED BY AN OFFICER OF
THE MANUFACTURER SHALL NOT BE BINDING UPON THE MANUFACTURER.
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