
Caulking during cold weather is one of the
most difficult applications to do properly because
of several adverse circumstances resulting from the
low temperatures. PSI recommends the following:

• During application the temperature should be
at least 40°F (4°C) and rising.

• At temperatures near freezing and lower, water
condensation and frost formation are possible
and care must be taken to assure that all joints
to be caulked are dry and frost-free.

• Good workmanship in joint preparation is
especially important. All joints must be clean,
uniform in dimension and free of all traces of
contamination by oil, dust, loose aggregate,
rust, protrusions, rebar, sealers, coatings,
release agents, waterproofing compounds, etc.

• In the coldest weather, joints are at their
maximum width due to contraction of building
materials. Joints should be designed so that
joint closure in hot weather will not exceed
the compression limit of the sealant.

• Sealant storage temperatures of 60 to 75°F
(16 to 24°C) are suggested to facilitate mixing,
handling and application.

• Cold temperatures slow the cure of most
sealants. This should be considered in areas
where physical damage may be inflicted on
the partially-cured sealant.

• Sealant that remains partially cured for
extended periods may develop planes of
weakness as a result of continuous joint
movement. Accelerator (“kicker”) for PSI-270
is available from Polymeric Systems to reduce
worklife and time to full cure at all temperatures.

Additional information
Polymeric Systems is a part of Whitford

Worldwide. For more information, please contact
Polymeric Systems or Whitford Ltd. at:

Polymeric Systems, Inc.
47 Park Avenue
Elverson, PA, USA 19520
800-CAULK IT (800-228-5548)
Tel: [1] 610-286-2500
Email: sales@polymericsystems.com
Website: polymericsystems.com

In the EU contact:

Whitford Ltd.
10, Christleton Court, Manor Park
Runcorn, Cheshire, UK WA7 1ST
Tel: [44] (1928) 571000
Email: salesuk@whitfordww.com
Website: whitfordww.com

Cold-Weather Caulking

NON-WARRANTY: ALL RECOMMENDATIONS, STATEMENTS AND TECHNICAL DATA CONTAINED HEREIN ARE BASED ON TESTS WE
BELIEVE TO BE RELIABLE AND CORRECT, BUT ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS OF SAID TESTS ARE NOT GUARANTEED AND ARE
NOT TO BE CONSTRUED AS A WARRANTY, EITHER EXPRESS OR IMPLIED. USER SHALL RELY ON HIS OWN INFORMATION AND TESTS
TO DETERMINE SUITABILITY OF THE PRODUCT FOR THE INTENDED USE, AND USER ASSUMES ALL RISK AND LIABILITY RESULTING
FROM THIS USE OF THE PRODUCT. MANUFACTURER’S SOLE RESPONSIBILITY SHALL BE TO REPLACE THAT PORTION OF THE PRODUCT
OF THE MANUFACTURER THAT PROVES TO BE DEFECTIVE. MANUFACTURER SHALL NOT BE LIABLE TO THE BUYER OR ANY THIRD
PARTY FOR INJURY, LOSS OR DAMAGE DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY RESULTING FROM USE OF, OR INABILITY TO USE, THE PRODUCT.
RECOMMENDATIONS OR STATEMENTS OTHER THAN THOSE CONTAINED IN A WRITTEN AGREEMENT SIGNED BY AN OFFICER OF
THE MANUFACTURER SHALL NOT BE BINDING UPON THE MANUFACTURER.                                               3004-0309

Approximate Worklife
Without and With Accelerator

Without
Accelerator

With
Accelerator

40°F (4°C) 28 hours 14 hours
77°F (25°C) 8 hours 4 hours

100°F (38°C ) 6 hours 3 hours
Approximate Cure Time

Without and With Accelerator
Without

Accelerator
With

Accelerator

40°F (4°C) 4 days 2 days
77°F (25°C) 2-1/2 days 1-1/2 days

100°F (38°C) 1-1/2 days 18 hours
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